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Dear Tim, 

We are writing to you with regards the recent announcement on Small Brewer’s Relief (SBR), your 

association with the Small Brewer’s Duty Relief Coalition (SBDRC) and your subsequent statement 

regarding this, that was released on 22nd July 2020. 

You may recall we met in February this year when we attended a brewery tour at Timothy Taylor’s 

after a friend won a competition. It was great to meet you and the brewery experience was superb. 

It underlined the respect we have for the brewery. 

So, it was a big disappointment to read your statement regarding Timothy Taylor’s position on the 

recent Government announcement about SBR. Specifically, supporting a revision that would see full 

SBR change from a 5,000HL limit to a 2,100HL limit. We understand that the details are yet to be 

fully released, but at face value, this is bad news for small, independent breweries, like ourselves. 

At Nomadic Beers, we fully support a review of how alcohol duty works and how SBR is tapered. 

However, we do not support removal of full SBR to those breweries who are currently able to use 

this to help support their businesses. For transparency, we fall underneath the 2,100HL limit that has 

been specified and would continue to benefit from full SBR under the proposals. 

So why are we concerned? SIBA report their membership includes 88% of breweries producing at 

5,000HL or less. Across the UK, 150 breweries are operating between 2,100HL and 5,000HL. That is 

several breweries who now have to deal with financial uncertainty, on top of a pandemic crisis and 

looming Brexit complexities. 

Of those still operating under 2,100HL, we are now left with some major decisions on growth, to the 

point as to whether it is even worth it or not. 

For someone who is very aware of the challenges that the cask and wider beer industry faces, we 

find it difficult to understand why you would support a cause that will increase costs to several 

breweries, or make many others question their future growth plans. 

You mentioned in your statement that the measures being proposed were not “draconian”, but even 

at these “modest” levels you shared, by our calculations it will increase some breweries operational 
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costs by £10,000s. That is money gone in duty payments that would have otherwise been re-

invested, used to grow, and to support the recovery of the market. 

Yesterday, a number of other larger regional and family brewers, such as yourselves, publicly 

distanced themselves from supporting this decision. Some apologised for their association with the 

SBDRC, claiming to have not fully understood the proposals that they were suggesting. Others have 

strenuously denied their association with SBDRC at all, suggesting potential misuse of their brands. 

Reputationally, that is quite damaging for the SBDRC and I dare say by association, Timothy Taylor’s 

too.  

We would ask that you re-consider Timothy Taylor’s position regarding this matter. We believe SBR 

change would garner much more support from breweries if the upper level were increased with a 

fair taper, rather than the lower level decreased, to the detriment of smaller breweries. 

As a well-respected and widely regarded brewery, your change of stance would be a powerful 

statement and help unite us as an industry to work towards our common goals. To reduce the tax 

burden on breweries. Provide employment. Contribute to local communities, tourism, and 

economies. Help Britain move forwards. 

Yours Sincerely 

 
Katie Marriott 
Owner 
Nomadic Beers 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mike Hampshire 
Bars, Events and Press 
Nomadic Beers 
 

 

 

 

 


